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PRESIDENT Cyril Ramaphosa arrives in Botshabelo, Free State, ahead of unveiling the anti-drug and substance abuse Charlotte 
Manye Maxeke Treatment Centre on Freedom Day. Ramaphosa addressed the 27th National Freedom Day celebrations under the 
theme, ‘The year of Charlotte Maxeke: The meaning of freedom under Covid-19’.  |  Pictures: JAIRUS MMUTLE / GCIS

P R E S I D E N T I A L  W E L C O M E

PRESIDENT Ramaphosa and Minister of 
Social Development Lindiwe Zulu open the 
Charlotte Manye Maxeke Treatment Centre.

PRESIDENT Ramaphosa and Free State 
Premier Sisi Ntombela.

A MEMBER of the 
audience celebrates the 
opening of the centre.

NTOMBI NKOSI

PRESIDENT Cyril Ramaphosa has urged 
South Africans to exercise their right to 
vote, saying that is their weapon to vote 
out corrupt officials.

Speaking at an official Freedom Day 
celebration event in Botshabelo in the 
Free State yesterday, he urged South 
Africans to vote out all those tasked 
with handling service delivery who are 
stealing much-needed resources.

“I call on all South Africans to exer-
cise their rights to vote. Your vote will 
demonstrate intolerance to corruption, 
theft, mismanagement of funds that are 
meant to benefit all citizens. If those 
who claim to serve you are not doing 
so, vote them out, take them out.” 

He said the elections were an oppor-
tunity for citizens’ voices to be heard, 
abd reminded 
people that they 
had a right to 
protest but con-
demned those 
who burnt and 
damaged proper-
ties, saying that 
they undermined 
the Constitution.

Ramaphosa said the promise of 
1994 was yet to be fulfilled. “Millions 
of South Africans still live in conditions 
of poverty and deprivation ... those who 
continue to suffer from the lack of basic 
services like running water, without 
proper sanitation. Many of our people 
live under such conditions here in Bot-
shabelo and Winburg. For those living 
in fear every day by violent crimes, for 
those with no jobs to support them-
selves and families, true freedom still 
remains elusive,” he said.

Ramaphosa promised to visit the 
community of Winburg, where the cel-
ebrations were scheduled to take place. 
However, owing to violent protests, the 
event was moved to Botshabelo.

He also took the opportunity to open 
the Charlotte Maxeke Treatment Centre 
in Botshabelo in the morning before 
addressing the nation.

“I am delighted to be here in Botsha-
belo. The initial arrangements had been 
for Winburg but because of logistical 
arrangements we had to come here.  

“I will visit Winburg this year,” he said.
Ramaphosa maintained that as 

the country marked Freedom Day, the 
government could point out the great 
progress made in confronting the legacy 
of apartheid.

There had been progress in the provi-
sion of water, electricity and healthcare 
to millions, the doors of learning had 
been opened to the poor, and millions 
had been lifted out of poverty.

“But we cannot celebrate Freedom 
Day without acknowledging how much 
further we still need to go. We cannot 
deceive ourselves, yes, we are free at last, 
without acknowledging that there is still 
a lot of work to be done to improve the 
lives of our people.

“It cannot be that after 27 years 
of democracy, our people are being 
deprived of most basic services like 

water and sani-
tation because of 
poor planning and 
i n c o m p e t e n c e , 
mismanagement or 
corruption by some 
of us,” he said.

Ramaphosa said 
it cannot be that 
access to housing, 

education, decent healthcare was being 
undermined because those tasked with 
service delivery did not care enough.

“Our people expect that those who 
have been tasked with a job of improv-
ing their lives should do just that and 
not steal the resources that belong to 
our people and put them in their own 
pockets. A continued practice of stealing 
and abuse and wastage of resources is 
against the law. Our people deserve 
better,” said Ramaphosa.

He said that as many reflect on this 
day, those who had been put into key 
positions must work for the people.

He reminded the gathering that in 
six months’ time the country would 
hold its sixth local government elec-
tions.

The president said this was a difficult 
time for the country as the Covid-19 
pandemic’s devastating impact on pub-
lic health and the economy meant that 
many people had lost their jobs and 
many businesses had been forced to shut 
their doors.  See Page 2
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Vote out corrupt  
officials - Ramaphosa

BALDWIN NDABA
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A CASE of corruption and  money laun-
dering was opened against First Rand 
Bank and First National Bank (FNB) 
yesterday for allegedly providing bank-
ing facilities to EOH Holdings despite 
reports of the company being implicated 
in acts of corruption.

The case was opened by Adil Ncha-
beleng of Transform RSA at the Johan-
nesburg Central Police Station yesterday. 
Nchabeleng was joined by Reginald Let-
swalo of Sanco, Dumisani Thango of the 
Umkhonto we Sizwe Military Veterans 
Association and the Public Servants 
Association’s Tahir Maepa.

The four arrived at the police station 
armed with a charge sheet which was 
presented to the police officers who 
registered the case.

Nchabeleng said his organisation 
took the action following media reports 
that the Special Investigating Unit (SIU) 
has asked EOH to return R40 million to 
the state after the company obtained an 
irregular tender with the Department of 
Defence.

“An investigation by the SIU found 
that the Microsoft licensing agreement 
between EOH and the Department of 
Defence amounted to R1.2 billion, found 
that EOH, its employees, had partici-
pated in bid-rigging and engaged in over 
pricing by unlawfully overcharging the 
Department of Defence by an amount 
of R40m.

“EOH accepted the SIU’s findings, 
signed acknowledgement of debt and 
undertook to pay back an amount of 
R41 676 492.92 to the Department of 
Defence,” Nchabeleng said.

He added that in November last year, 
EOH chief executive Stephen van Coller 
testified at the Zondo Commission and 
admitted that the legal firm conducted 
a forensic investigations into EOH’s con-
tract with the City of Johannesburg, the 
National Prosecuting Authority and the 
Department of Defence.

Nchabeleng said the legal firm inves-
tigations revealed over-invoicing and 
overcharging for Microsoft licences.

He further added that Van Coller 
admitted corruption within EOH.

“EOH had made payments from 

its accounts held with FNB to various 
government officials, politicians and 
politically exposed persons in a corrupt 
manner. Accordingly, at all relevant 
times, (it) was aware of, alternatively, 
was reasonably expected to be aware 
of, the suspicious payments made by 
EOH from its bank account to several 
government officials, politicians and 
politically exposed persons, and as such 
had a legal obligation to report the 
suspicious payments in terms of the 
Prevention and  Combating of Corrupt 
Activities Act (Precca),” Nchabeleng said.

According to him, in terms of the 
Code of Banking Practice, “FNB was 
compelled to close the EOH bank 
account considering that it had reason 
to believe that the bank account was 
being used for illegal purposes”.

Nchabeleng said First Rand Bank 
and FNB are the bankers of EOH  and 
the company has the following facilities 
with FNB: secured bank loans through 
security SPVs amounting to R2.3bn, 
bank overdraft of R115m, unsecured 
bank loans of R350m, secured bank loan 
over property of R6m, vendor acqui-
sition of R44m, other non-interest of 
R49m, and undrawn facilities of R400m, 
with no overdraft on the balance sheet; 
therefore the assumed total is R400m.

“Notwithstanding the findings of 
the forensic investigation and the SIU 
demonstrating that EOH was involved 
in corrupt activities, there are still no 
changes in facilities offered by FNB 
to EOH, and their banking accounts 
remain active.

“It is an explicit requirement  of the 
Banks Act and Precca that when there 
is a case of money laundering, illicit 
money flows, and when a bank is aware 
of corruption, it should act immediately. 
FNB failed to act against EOH and its 
directors, and EOH and its directors 
continue to bank with FNB, and they 
are the principal ledger of EOH in the 
amount of R1bn,” Nchabeleng said.

He said they would stage a strike 
tomorrow against all banks targeting 
black-owned businesses.

A statement issued by the bank 
last night read: “FNB has not received 
any correspondence in this regard. As 
a result, the bank is unable to provide 
any comment at this stage.”

FNB and 
First Rand 
face fraud 
charges
Banks accused of providing services to EOH 
Holdings despite knowledge of graft finding

REGINALD Letswalo of 
Sanco, Adil Nchabeleng 
of Transform RSA and 
Dumisani Thonga of 
the Umkhonto we 
Sizwe Military Veterans 
Association arrive at the 
Johannesburg Central 
Police Station to lay 
corruption and money 
laundering charges 
against FNB and its 
directors.  |  ITUMELENG 
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